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Air Force knowledge with numerous 
engagements between Congress and the 
Department of the Air Force. 

Chris expertly conveyed Department 
of the Air Force positions on the Air 
Force Future Design that included the 
future bomber, tanker, and fighter 
force. Chris’ direct support provided 
the U.S. Senate critical information 
necessary for three National Defense 
Authorization Acts. His efforts helped 
establish the U.S. Space Force, ensure 
the confirmation of the 25th and 26th 
Air Force Secretaries, the 22nd Air 
Force Chief of Staff, and ensured the 
Department of the Air Force support of 
the National Defense Strategy in our 
return to Great Power Competition. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ryan planned 
and led delegations for Members of 
Congress on visits all over the world to 
include the bicameral Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
and the Reagan National Defense 
Forum. In fact, Chris escorted me to 
the United Kingdom and Ukraine in 
2019. Chris’ significant efforts led to 
successful engagements between this 
governing body and senior Department 
of Defense Officials, including the Sec-
retary of the Air Force. All of these en-
gagements helped U.S. Senators under-
stand defense equities and their impact 
on national security. Due to his direct 
involvement and stewardship, Members 
of Congress were able to make in-
formed decisions and ensure the De-
partment of the Air Force was properly 
resourced and funded. 

After serving in this vital role for the 
past 3 years and becoming a fixture on 
Capitol Hill, Lieutenant Colonel Ryan 
will move to his next assignment, as 
deputy group commander, 514th Main-
tenance Group, located at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. Chris, his wife 
Rachel—the chief of staff for the Bu-
reau of Arms Control, Verification, and 
Compliance at the Department of 
State—and their children Joshua, 
Kathrine, and Emma have sacrificed 
much as a family in service to our Na-
tion. I am thankful for Chris’ service 
and his work with my office and the 
Senate over the past 3 years on issues 
important to this great Nation. I sa-
lute this American patriot whose self-
less service has kept our country safe 
and strong. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STAFF 
Mr. BROWN. Madam President, over 

the past couple of years, Ohioans and 
Americans around the country have 
worked and sacrificed to get our coun-
try through this pandemic. Among 
those who have risen to meet this his-
toric moment are the dedicated public 
servants on our Senate staff. These pa-
triots have given their all over these 
last 20 months to protect Ohioans’ 
health, to put money in people’s pock-
ets, to keep a roof over people’s heads, 
and to help our State and our country 
overcome this health and economic cri-
sis. 

I would not have been able to do the 
vital work we have done in the Senate 

without their expertise and dedication 
and talent, and we would not be where 
we are today as a country—with rising 
wages, record job growth, and life-
saving vaccines—without them. This 
holiday season, I ask my Senate col-
leagues to join me in thanking these 
dedicated professionals for their serv-
ice to our country: 

Ben Ashman; Mohammad Aslami; Blair 
Austin; Brian Ayers; Diana Baron; Shilesha 
Bamberg; Sarah Benzing; Emily Blaydes; Ga-
briel Bitol; Chad Bolt; Alyssa Brockington; 
Alea Brown; Homer Carlisle; Dani Carlson; 
Megan Cheney; Min Cheng; Emily Chipps; 
William Clayton; Beth Clodfelter; Beth Coo-
per; Alan Cox; J. Bradley Deane; Andrew 
Dickson; Abigail Duggan; Anthony 
Eliopoulos; Corey Frayer; Chanty Gbaye; Joe 
Gilligan; Francis Goins; Anna Gokaldas; 
Ross Griffin; Stanley Hardy; Sarah Harms; 
James Harnett; Diop Harris; Rachael Hart-
ford; Jeremy Hekhuis; Joseph Henry; Chris-
tian Hill; Leah Hill; Mycheala Holley; Pat-
rick Horn; Aarti Iyer; Alysa James; Marie 
Therese Kane; Matthew Keyes; Mike King; 
Zac Kiser; Sue Klein; Geoffrey Knight; Erica 
Krause; Ben Lockshin; Ann Longsworth Orr; 
Mayra Lozano; Brian Lyons; Megan Malara; 
Marilee Marks; Drew Martineau; Allison 
Mazzeo; Jonathan McCracken; Colin 
McGinnis; Rajani Menon; John Miller; 
Samantha Miller; Katie Mulhall Quintela; 
Paulanne Oakes; Tanya Otsuka; Sneha 
Pandya; John Patterson; Emily Pellegrino; 
Jordan Pennell; Trudy Perkins; Seth 
Pringle; John Richards; Charissee Ridgeway; 
Kate Rodriguez; Pam Rosado; Phil Rudd; 
John Ryan; Vincent Sarubbi; Vinny Sheu; 
Sarah Shalash; Ellen Short; William 
Shostrand; Fátima Sierra-Vargas; Jan 
Singelmann; Cierra Stewart; Laura Swanson; 
Ché Thomas; Nora Todd; Mary Topolinski; 
Elisha Tuku; Elaine Vilem; Meghan Vogel; 
Dariah Williams; Carolina Young. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF RICELAND 
FOODS 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I 
rise today to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of Riceland Foods. 

Riceland’s success story mirrors the 
growth of rice production in Arkansas. 
The first rice crop grown in Arkansas 
was produced in 1904. As more Arkan-
sas farmers embraced this new crop, 
they found that relying on buyers from 
Texas or Louisiana, who passed 
through Arkansas infrequently, made 
sales difficult. That led farmers to 
build Arkansas’ first rice mill in Stutt-
gart in 1907. 

Stuttgart would soon become the 
center of Arkansas’ burgeoning rice in-
dustry. In the years around World War 
I, rice crop prices fluctuated wildly, 
leading Arkansas producers to meet in 
Stuttgart to find a path to ensure con-
tinued viability. The Arkansas Rice 
Growers Cooperative Association was 
born out of this gathering. 

The cooperative began as only a rice 
sales organization. As rice farming be-
came more popular in Arkansas, the 
Arkansas Rice Growers Cooperative 
Association began leasing and eventu-
ally purchasing mills to process rice 
grown by area farmers. 

In 1946, the cooperative began mar-
keting its products under the Riceland 
label. In 1960, it diversified by merging 
with the Arkansas Grain Cooperative, 
which shared soybeans with neigh-
boring soybean processing plant in 
Stuttgart. Shortly thereafter, Riceland 
Foods became the official name for the 
cooperative, which would remain 
headquartered in Stuttgart. 

Today, Arkansas is the Nation’s lead-
ing rice producer, and Riceland has 
grown into the world’s largest miller 
and marketer of rice, as well as one of 
the Mid-South’s major soybean proc-
essors. 

Riceland has its own signature 
brands for home cooking and is also a 
major industrial supplier for compa-
nies such as Anheuser-Busch, General 
Mills, Gerber, and Kellogg’s. They also 
supply to the food service industry na-
tionwide. 

The rice the cooperative’s farmers 
grow is turned into products that reach 
consumers in more than 75 countries in 
North America, Central America, 
South America, the Caribbean, Europe, 
Africa, and the Middle East. 

At a recent celebration to mark 
Riceland’s 100th anniversary, chairman 
of the board Roger Pohlner spotlighted 
the cooperative’s greatest assets: its 
members and employees. He told 
attendees, ‘‘Our founding members 
knew we were stronger together.’’ The 
cooperative’s 100 years of success is 
evidence of just how true that state-
ment is. 

I congratulate Riceland for reaching 
this historic milestone and wish them 
many more centuries of success.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JULIA RITA URSONE 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, today, I rise to recognize Mrs. 
Julia ‘‘Julie’’ Rita Ursone, a longtime 
Connecticut resident who turns 100 on 
January 8, 2022. 

Born in Providence, RI, Mrs. Ursone 
was the child of Italian immigrants 
who became U.S. citizens. She moved 
to Stamford, CT, in 1947, where she has 
lived ever since. 

Mrs. Ursone grew up during the Great 
Depression and readily supported 
American efforts during World War II 
through factory work. 

To this day, she still lives in the 
house she built in 1951 with her late 
husband, who served in World War II 
and was an active member of their 
community. Passionate about doing 
her part in support of our Nation, Mrs. 
Ursone remains an active voter. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
congratulating Mrs. Julia Ursone, her 
son Lou, and the rest of her family on 
this milestone of her 100th birthday.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING SMOKEY PIG
BAR-B-Q 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Madam President, as 
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an 
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outstanding Kentucky small business 
that exemplifies the American entre-
preneurial spirit. This week, it is my 
privilege to recognize a family-owned 
small business, Smokey Pig Bar-B-Q of 
Bowling Green, KY, as the Senate 
Small Business of the Week. 

Kaye and Phil Huffer purchased 
Smokey Pig Bar-B-Q in 1999. Smokey 
Pig Bar-B-Q’s founder, Ned ‘‘Smokey’’ 
Nickerson, began serving up his signa-
ture Monroe County-style barbecue in 
1969 when he established the res-
taurant. To prepare this southern Ken-
tucky staple, the meat is prepared with 
no spices before being smoked over 
hickory wood. The hickory-smoked 
meat has a distinct flavor and is served 
with a vinegar-based sauce. Before his 
family bought the business, Phil regu-
larly made the 100-mile round trip from 
Bowling Green to his hometown to pur-
chase Monroe County-style barbecue. 
Noticing the absence of this particular 
style of barbecue in Warren County, 
Kaye and Phil decided to run a bar-
becue restaurant. They bought Smokey 
Pig Bar-B-Q, welcoming their first cus-
tomers in March 1999. 

More than 20 years later, Kaye and 
Phil continue to serve up some of the 
best barbecue in Bowling Green. Folks 
drive from all over the Commonwealth 
to enjoy their delicious cuisine and 
family-friendly hospitality. Kaye and 
Phil’s care and attention to detail are 
evident in every aspect of Smokey Pig 
Bar-B-Q’s restaurant and catering busi-
ness. Even the charcoal is made on 
site, using hickory wood from local 
sawmills. Their son Scott has also 
joined his parents in dedicating himself 
to the restaurant’s continued success. 

Together, Kaye and Phil seek to give 
back to their community in any way 
possible. Through Smokey Pig Bar-B- 
Q, Kaye and Phil regularly support 
community organizations, including 
Norton Children’s Hospital in Louis-
ville, KY. When their son, Matthew, 
was born preterm, they turned to the 
Children’s Hospital for support. Now, 
Smokey Pig Bar-B-Q is a longtime sup-
porter of the hospital, supporting their 
mission to continue helping children 
overcome health challenges. 

Over the years, Smokey Pig Bar-B- 
Q’s unique cuisine has been profiled by 
local and national media. It is cur-
rently rated as TripAdvisor’s No. 1 
Quick Bites in Bowling Green, and 
Grubwire named it the best restaurant 
in Bowling Green in 2019. Additionally, 
the Kentucky Pork Producers Associa-
tion honored Smokey Pig Bar-B-Q as 
the 2018 Pork Restaurant of the Year. 
For more than a decade, locals have 
voted Smokey Pig Bar-B-Q as ‘‘Best of 
Bowling Green’’ in BG Daily News’s an-
nual readers’ choice awards. The res-
taurant was also featured in the Food 
Network’s ‘‘Feasting on Asphalt’’ se-
ries hosted by Alton Brown. 

Smokey Pig Bar-B-Q is a remarkable 
example of how hard work and inge-
nuity can turn a dream into reality. 
Small businesses like Smokey Pig Bar- 
B-Q form the heart of towns across 

Kentucky and regularly step up to sup-
port their communities. Congratula-
tions to Phil, Kaye, and the entire 
Smokey Pig Bar-B-Q team. I wish them 
the best of luck and look forward to 
watching their continued growth and 
success in Kentucky.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, with an amendment, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

S. 1605. An act to designate the National 
Pulse Memorial located at 1912 South Orange 
Avenue in Orlando, Florida, and for other 
purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 64. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Secretary of the Senate to make 
a correction in the enrollment of the bill S. 
1605. 

At 11:20 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to 
the following resolution: 

H. Res. 839. Resolution relative to the 
death of the Honorable Robert Joseph Dole, 
a Senator from the State of Kansas. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following joint resolution was 
discharged from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, by petition, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
802(c), and placed on the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 29. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by Department of Labor relating to 
‘‘COVID–19 Vaccination and Testing; Emer-
gency Temporary Standard’’. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2773. A communication from the Senior 
Advisor, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, a 
report relative to a vacancy in the position 
of Administrator and Assistant Secretary for 
Aging, Department of Health and Human 
Services, received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on November 30, 2021; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–2774. A communication from the Senior 
Advisor, Office of the Secretary, Department 
of Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Commissioner of the 
Food and Drugs Administration, Department 
of Health and Human Services, received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 30, 2021; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2775. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘The Thirteenth Review of the Backlog of 
Postmarketing Requirements and Commit-
ments’’; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2776. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Strategies to Improve Patient Safety’’; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–2777. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Fiscal Year 2018 Report to Congress on 
Community Services Block Grant Discre-
tionary Activities - Community Economic 
Development and Rural Community Devel-
opment Programs’’; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2778. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Congressional Affairs, Federal Election 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Commission’s Agency Financial Report 
for fiscal year 2021; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2779. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of 
Inspector General’s Semiannual Report and 
the Management Response for the period of 
April 1, 2021 through September 30, 2021; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2780. A communication from the Senior 
Bureau Official, Bureau of Legislative Af-
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Department’s Agency 
Financial Report for fiscal year 2021 and the 
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) for the Re-
port; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2781. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Administration, Executive Of-
fice of the President, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to transactions from 
the Unanticipated Needs Account for fiscal 
year 2021; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2782. A communication from the Acting 
Chief Financial Officer and Associate Admin-
istrator for Performance Management, 
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the Administration’s 
fiscal year 2021 Agency Financial Report; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2783. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Department’s Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for 
the period from April 1, 2021 through Sep-
tember 30, 2021; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2784. A communication from the Chair-
man, Federal Maritime Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Commission’s 
Performance and Accountability Report for 
fiscal year 2021; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2785. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Department’s Semiannual 
Report of the Inspector General for the pe-
riod from April 1, 2021 through September 30, 
2021; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2786. A communication from the Chair-
man, National Railroad Passenger Corpora-
tion, Amtrak, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Inspector General’s Semiannual Report 
to Congress for the period from April 1, 2021 
through September 30, 2021; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 
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